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Forest Hills Public Schools
All Learners Achieving Individual Potential

Eastern Middle School Exemplifies 
Place-Based Education
Just One Example of the Positive Impact It Has on Students
When Eastern High and Eastern Middle 
schools opened 13 years ago, many were 
excited about the new building. The archi-
tecture was unique and exciting with differ-
ent learning spaces than teachers had expe-
rienced before. The hallways were large and 
open—perfect for class activities. The Great 
Hall was more than a cafeteria. At that 
time educators were thinking “out of the 
box” about how to expand their classroom, 
but they were still within the walls of the 
building. Eight years ago, educators took a 
great leap of faith and moved outdoors into 
a learning space. “We started discovering 
the possibility of taking our EMS students 
outside to learn,” said Lea Sevigny, middle 
school teacher. “We started to discover 
place-based education.”

According to Sevigny, place-based educa-
tion is defined as a teaching and learning 
process that engages learners in local heri-
tage, cultural landscapes, opportunities, 
issues, and experiences, so learning is more 
meaningful and relevant to students.

Today, teachers at Eastern Middle connect 
students to their place in a variety of ways 
and in many classes. Over the course of the 
year, Eastern Middle students use their out-
door place as an extension of the classroom 
at some point in most subjects. However, 

these efforts are highly evidenced in science, 
social studies, and exploratory classes. 

According to Kathy Mitchell, Eastern sci-
ence teacher, a report from the Place-Based 
Education Evaluation Collaborative shows 
place-based education helps students learn 
to take care of the world by understanding 
where they live, and taking action in their 
own backyards and communities.

“In science, students are developing what 
was once a monoculture of spotted knap-
weed into what is now an ecologically 
diverse habitat rich in native, Michigan 
plants,” Mitchell said. In the community, 
Mark Fitzpatrick and his staff at Ada Parks 
and Recreation are committed to Eastern 
Middle’s native prairie restoration which is 
(continued on page 5, column 1)

FHE Middle School students work on pulling garlic mustard 
and cleaning up their school grounds.

It’s back by popular demand. Come see 
what others have been talking about, 
and join the conversation on how to re-
imagine schools and learning environ-
ments. The district showcased the film 
“Most Likely to Succeed” last February, 
and due to the overwhelming, positive 
response from the community, we have 
secured the film again for one night.

Attend the Free 
Community Show-
ing of “Most Likely 
to Succeed”
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 6:30 p.m.
Forest Hills Fine Arts Center
Register online:  www.fhps.net

(continued on page 3, column 3)

Project Gemini was created last year at Knapp Forest 
Elementary School to teach sixth-grade students about 
computer programming and applications. The capstone 
project was a showcase night for the students, families 
and friends.
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FHPS Seniors Named National Merit Semifinalists  
and Commended Students
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
announced the names of the Semifinalists 
in the 62nd Annual National Merit Schol-
arship Program. Of these 16,000 students 
nationwide, 16 Forest Hills Public Schools 
students are among these academically-
talented high school seniors who have an 
opportunity to continue in the competition 
for some 7,500 National Merit Scholarships, 
worth about $33 million, that will be offered 
this spring. National Merit Semifinalists 
from Forest Hills Central High School in-
clude: Nicholas Ettinger, Lindsey Furness, 
Amytess Girgis, Megan Henriksen, Kath-
erine Knister, Alex Martin, Adeline Morris, 
and Cameron Wintrich. National Merit 
Semifinalists from Forest Hills Eastern High 
School include Benjamin Brown and Rachel 
Westrick. National Merit Semifinalists from 
Forest Hills Northern High School include: 
Cyrus Amirfazli, Megan Bruneau, Kayla 
Gillespie, Mihir Gondhalekar, Victor Hao, 
and Bharathi Ravikumar.

In addition to the 16 FHPS Semifinalists, 21 
students were named National Merit Com-
mended Scholars. They include from FHC 
Isabelle Berry, Jacob Cieply, Tyler Green-
wood, Patricia Krause, Lindsey Lammlin, 
Wesley O’Connor, Jacob Standerfer, and Su-
san Wu. FHE Commended Scholars include 
Tyler Dann, Akhil Vinod, Noah Weller and 
Madeline Yaw. FHN Commended Scholars 
(continued on page 4, column 1)

Semifinalists (back row from left): Mihir Gondhalekar, Victor 
Hao, and Cyrus Amirfazli; (front row, from left): Bharathi 
Ravikumar, Megan Bruneau, and Kayla Gillespie.

Commended Students, (back row, from left): Qusay Omran,  
Danielle Falling, Cameron Larson, and Cecily Bobrowski; (front 
row, from left) Dylan Chung, Jacqueline Spiegel, Charlotte  
Mathias, and Felicia Zhang. (Missing from photo: Julien Levesque)

Northern High School

Eastern High School

Commended Students, from left:  Tyler Dann, Madeline Yaw, 
and Akhil Vinod. (Missing from photo: Noah Weller)

Semifinalists, from left:  Benjamin Brown and Rachel Westrick

Central High School

Semifinalists (back row from left): Cameron Wintrich, Nicholas 
Ettinger, Adeline Morris; (front row from left) Amytess Girgis, 
Megan Henriksen, Katherine Knister, Alex Martin. (Missing 
from photo: Lindsey Furness)

Commended Students, (back row, from left):  Tyler Green-
wood, Susan Wu, and Jacob Standerfer; (front row, from left)
Patricia Krause, Jacob Cieply, and Isabelle Berry. (Missing from 
photo: Lindsey Lammlin and Wesley O’Connor)

Northern Hills Middle Students’ Art Included in ArtPrize;  
Celebrates Historic, Integrated Neighborhood
Ruby Jazwinski, Northern Hills Middle 
School student, said she enjoyed talking 
with ArtPrize-goers about the paintings and 
digital images she and a group of district 
middle schoolers created about a Grand 
Rapids neighborhood that represents a turn 
in local race relations.

“It’s good for people to learn about, and to 
remember it, so it doesn’t come back,” ex-
plained the eighth-grader. “A lot of people 
in my classes—my friends—are all different  
races. I wouldn’t want to have to go through 
that.”

Exhibited at Fountain Street Church during 
the eighth annual international art competi-

former residents of the first Grand Rapids 
neighborhood to break the housing color 
barrier. Students also learned from histo-
rian, Jennifer Metz, who has done a lot of 
research on the neighborhood. The ArtPrize 
entry was the culmination of a design-think 
project aimed at getting nearly 80 students 
in the district to use the visual arts to pro-
mote the legacy of the neighborhood.

“Even though segregation is not out in the 
open, it’s still everywhere,” said eighth-
grader Jenna Mustapha last year. “This was 
so close to where we live. It’s hard to imag-
ine what they had to put up with.”

Students Sarah Hoeksema and Will Patrick set up their Art-
Prize display along with Auburn Hills resident Paula Triplett.

(continued on page 8, column 3)

tion, the “Auburn Hills Project”—ArtPrize 
entrant #62715—depicts in images what 
students learned last year from current and 
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Upcoming District Events 

Calendar Listing of Community-Wide School Events 
November 
15 District Financial Aid Presentation, 6:30 p.m., FHE Auditorium
16  FHPS Foundation Gala, 6 p.m., Frederik Meijer Gardens, RSVP Required
17 Bright Beginnings Playgroup, 9:30 a.m., Ada Elementary School
 FHC Winter Sports Parent Meeting, 7 p.m., FHC Gym
17-19 “Annie,” FHN’s Musical, Three Evening Performances 7:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. on Nov. 19, FAC
21 FHN Community Blood Drive, All Day, FHN Gym 
 “The Great Disconnect: MegaHERTZ to MegaHURTS” with speaker Dr. Wolff, 7 p.m., FAC
 FHPS Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m., Central Woodlands 5/6
22 Northern High International Fair, 10 a.m., FHN Gym
 Learning Café for Seniors, 12 p.m., Community, Aquatic and Senior Center
23-25 No School/Thanksgiving Break
29 Collins 2nd Grade Musical, 6:30 p.m., FHN Auditorium
 “Most Likely to Succeed,” 6:30 p.m., FAC, Registration Recommended , www.fhps.net
30 Orchard View Elementary 2nd Grade Musical, 7 p.m., FHE Auditorium

December 
2 Students Half Day a.m./Teacher Collaboration in p.m.
5 Spanish and Mandarin Chinese Immersion Kindergarten Sibling Registration Begins 
6 Northern Hills Middle School Winter Band Concert, 7 p.m., FHN Auditorium
 Central Woodlands 6th Grade Band Concert, 7 p.m., FHC Auditorium
 Central Middle School Band/Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m., FAC
7 FHPS Transition Center’s Second Holiday Expo, 4-7 p.m., Transition Center
 FHPS Staff and Community Artists’ Reception, 6 p.m., FAC
 Knapp Forest/Orchard View 6th Grade Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m., FHE Auditorium
8 Collins 3rd Grade Musical, 6:30 p.m., FHN Auditorium 
 Knapp Forest 3rd Grade Concert, KF Gymnasium, 7 p.m.
 Central High School and GVSU Concert, 7 p.m., FAC
9 FHC Community Blood Drive, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., FHC Gym
11 Forest Hills Adult Community Band Concert, 2:30 p.m., Eastern High Auditorium
12 Spanish Immersion Tour for Interested Families, 9 a.m., Ada Vista Elementary
 Mandarin Chinese Immersion Tour for Interested Families, 1:30 p.m., Meadow Brook Elem. 
 Northern Trails 6th Grade Choir/Northern Hills Middle Choir Concert, 7 p.m., FAC
 Eastern Middle/Eastern High Winter Jazz Concert, 7 p.m., FHE Auditorium
 Central Woodlands 6th Grade Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m., FHC Auditorium
13 Northern Hills Middle School/Northern High School Winter Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m., FAC
 Eastern Middle Winter Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m., FHE Auditorium
14 Eastern High Winter Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m., FHE Auditorium
 Northern High Winter Band Concert, 7 p.m., FAC
 Central Woodlands 6th Grade/Central Middle Choir Concert, 7 p.m., FHC Auditorium
15 KF/OV 6th Grade/Eastern Middle Winter Band Concert, 7 p.m., FHE Auditorium
 Thornapple Elementary 3rd Grade Musical, 7 p.m., Thornapple Gym
 Northern High Winter Choir Concert, 7:30 p.m., FAC
16 Bright Beginnings Playgroup, 9:30 a.m., Ada Elementary School
19 Eastern High Winter Band Concert, 7 p.m., FHE Auditorium
 FHPS Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m., Knapp Forest Elementary
20 Northern Trails 6th Grade Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m., Northern Trails Café
 Eastern Middle Choir Concert, 7 p.m., FHE Auditorium
 FHC Musical Collage Concert, 7 p.m., FAC
21 Mandarin Chinese Immersion Tour for Interested Families, 9 a.m., Meadow Brook Elem. 
 Spanish Immersion Tour for Interested Families, 1:30 p.m.,  
 Ada Vista Elementary
 Eastern High Choir Concert, 7 p.m, FHE Auditorium
22 Spanish and Mandarin Chinese Immersion Kindergarten  
 Sibling Registration Ends, 4 p.m.
23-1/2 No School/Winter Break 

For the most up-to-date 
district and school 
calendars, please visit:  
www.fhps.net/about-
us/district-calendar/.

Attend “Most Likely 
to Succeed”
“Most Likely to Succeed” is an inquisitive 
film that explores the question: Our schools 
were designed at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury by business and educational leaders to 
prepare workers for the mass production of 
products. But does this model of education 
really prepare students for today’s work-
place? 

At the beginning of the 1900s, students sat 
in rows, all perfectly aligned with one an-
other, facing a chalk board, with one adult 
teaching students how to read, write and 
do math. Students were traditionally given 
a window of about 50 minutes in a subject 
area, before a bell rang, to signal to students 
to go to the next subject and so on. Subject 
areas were predefined and everyone knew 
they took biology before chemistry and so 
on. Yet, if our schools are still using this 
same model of education, how can they suc-
cessfully prepare today’s students for the 
jobs of tomorrow (and for jobs that have yet 
to be created)?

The documentary looks at education in the 
traditional model that has been in place for 
over 100 years, and then follows students at 
a school called Innovation High. Innovation 
High has no bells, and it’s a place where 
teachers are facilitators, and learning is di-
rected by and for the students. Can school 
systems do away with dusty chalkboards, 
and rows of seating, and make way for 
learning spaces which foster creativity, col-
laboration, innovation, problem solving, 
communication skills, and much more? Can 
schools be a safe place where it is “OK” to 
“fail forward,” and try new things, to find 
one’s passion, and encourage, foster, and 
build upon students’ strengths?

Do all students have to take the same class-
es in the same order and the same curricu-
lum? Additionally, are schools just about 
test scores, and teaching students how to 
ace college entrance exams—to play the 
game of being a “good test taker?” Or are 
colleges and universities starting to look at 
more than just test scores? According to Dan 
Behm, FHPS superintendent, “The docu-
mentary sheds an interesting light on the 
educational system and helps us, as a com-
munity, to think what an educational sys-
tem could, and possibly, should look like.

(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 10, column 3)



“The Great Disconnect:
MegaHERTZ to MegaHURTS”
Mon./Nov. 21
Forest Hills Fine Arts Center
7 p.m.
Featuring guest speaker Dr. Michael Wolff
Speaking on the science, addiction, and brain
development under the influence of technology 
and gaming
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(continued from page 2)

include Cecily Bobrowski, Dylan Chung, 
Danielle Falling, Cameron Larson, Julien 
Levesque, Charlotte Mathias, Qusay Om-
ran, Jacqueline Spiegel, and Felicia Zhang.

To qualify for the 2017 National Merit 
Scholarship Program, students take the 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT), 
which serves as an initial screen of program 
entrants. Of the approximately 1.5 million 
high school students who take the PSAT 
each year, approximately 3.3 percent are 
named Commended Scholars, and about 1.1 
percent are chosen as National Merit Scholar 
Semifinalists. Although Commended stu-
dents do not continue in the competition for 
National Merit Scholarships, some of these 
students do become candidates for special 
scholarships sponsored by corporations and 
businesses.

To be considered for a Merit Scholarship 
award, Semifinalists must fulfill several 
requirements to advance to the Finalist level 
of the competition. About 90 percent of the 
Semifinalists are expected to attain Finalist 
standing, and about half of the Finalists will 
win a National Merit Scholarship, earning 
the Merit Scholar title. National Merit Final-
ists will be announced in the spring of 2017.

National Merit Semi-
finalists and Com-
mended Students

FHC Welcomes Hillary Baker as 
New Assistant Principal

Listener. Learner. 
Fair.

Hillary Baker, Forest 
Hills Central High 
School’s new assis-
tant principal, used 
these three words 
to describe her ap-
proach to administra-
tion.

“Because I’ve been in different high school 
settings in different parts of the state,” Bak-
er said, “I think I bring a new perspective to 
FHC. I think I bring my background in di-
versity, and I think I bring my background 
in supporting teachers to help all students 
achieve at Forest Hills Central.” 

Following an extensive application and hir-
ing process, Baker was chosen from over 
100 candidates for the assistant principal 
position. The position was made vacant fol-
lowing the departure of assistant principal, 
Elizabeth Cotter, who took a position with 
Northview Public Schools.

“We feel we selected a very qualified person 
who is going to be really successful,” said 
Steve Passinault, FHC principal. “We need-
ed a leader with an emphasis on instruction 
for both teachers and students.”

Baker is entering her 23rd year in education. 
She graduated with a master’s in secondary 

education from the University of Michigan. 
For 22 years she primarily taught high 
school students. Most recently, Baker was 
a teacher of Advanced Placement classes 
at East Kentwood Public Schools and also 
served as teacher coach. As a coach, she 
worked with teachers to help them become 
better at their craft and inspired them to 
never stop learning.

Although her new position is her first ad-
ministrative job, Baker brings an assortment 
of experience in secondary education. “Her 
history of teaching gives her a perspective 
of education that’s instrumental to adminis-
tration, students, and teachers,” Passinault 
added.

According to Baker, “I am fair in regard to 
really listening to students and staff in order 
to make tough decisions. I’m also fair in 
making sure there’s consistency and reason-
ing behind the decisions.”

Passinault said that she is willing to talk to 
students—to effectively use communication 
tools to reach results, and achieve her goals 
with an emphasis on learning.

“In my heart, I’m still an educator,” Baker 
said. “Even though I may not be in the class-
room all of the time, I’m still an educator. 
I always want to bring positivity to educa-
tion and model for others that life is always 
about continuous learning.”

Adapted from an article written by Jake Standefer, “The Central Trend”

Assistant Principal 
Hillary Baker

Free Parent Seminar on Kids and Technology

Underwritten by a grant from the
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Eastern Middle’s Place-Based Education
located between the B and C wings of the 
school.

“In an effort to give back to this important 
community partner, our students have 
volunteered each spring for seven years to 
help Ada Park,” Mitchell explained. “By 
pulling garlic mustard and planting native 
trees, they have truly taken action, not only 
on their school ground, but also their local 
park.”

Mitchell continued to say that students learn 
about the water on their campus and how it 
connects to the Grand River watershed and 
ultimately Lake Michigan, by studying and 
testing ground water on campus and in their 
community. “They realize their personal 
impact on their place and how their actions 
impact the greater watershed,” Mitchell 
said. “We couldn’t have done this without 
the support of Groundswell.” Groundswell 
is a nonprofit organization which creates 
opportunities for hands-on environmental 
learning—connecting students, communi-
ties and nature.

In terms of social studies, place-based 
education is truly meaningful and relevant 
to the students. The report from the Place-
Based Education Evaluation Collaborative 
shows place-based education is accom-
plished through project/theme-based, ac-
tive hands-on investigation of local issues 
and their causes. 

“Students in social studies learn the lo-
cal history of the area and how the early 
people connected with the environment,” 

(continued from page 1)

fanowski continued. “Learning alongside 
community members, while completing 
place-based service-learning projects, fosters 
informed citizenship in students, while con-
necting students to their environment and 
their local history.”

Last year’s students also were able to iden-
tify animal tracks in the snow, use a historic 
throwing device called an atlal, process 
acorns to make acorn flour, plant a three 
sisters garden (corn, beans, and squash), 
and much more. 

Students experience place-based learning 
through their exploratory classes as well. 
“These opportunities encourage active citi-
zenship and transform school culture,” Se-
vigny said. Students have taken the lead in 
litter cleanup and outdoor recycling efforts 
at Eastern. “They sustainably and creatively 
utilize the natural resources available on our 
campus,” Sevigny added. “Students forged 
ahead into new worlds of the wetlands and 
forested areas here. Students also worked 
with several community partners including 
birder, Gene Wasserman.

“Service learning is an important part of 
a full place-based experience,” Sevigny 
added. “Our students are generous when it 
comes to helping others. Collections for var-
ious items to help the school, school com-
munity, or even the world occur throughout 
the school year. These opportunities connect 
our students to the larger world. 

“We are so fortunate to have a place such 
as Eastern and its beautiful surroundings,” 
Sevigny concluded. “This location has 
provided us a space to expand our class-
room walls and create unique experiences 
which are meaningful and relevant to our 
students. The place-based education they 
receive here is proving to have a lasting ef-
fect as they travel inside and outside our 
7-12 building.”

said Eastern social studies teacher, Libby 
Stefanowski. “This learning allows students 
to have a greater connection to their place in 
West Michigan. 

“Last year, thanks to the Forest Hills Pub-
lic Schools Foundation, we were able to 
partner with the Blandford Nature Center 
and bring in naturalist, Kristin Tindall,” Ste-

Do you want your phone to wake 
you up on snow days? If not, 
make sure you ... 

Set Your Preferences 
for SchoolMessenger

Forest Hills Public Schools uses a commu-
nication system called SchoolMessenger to 
notify families of school closings or delays 
due to inclement weather and alert them of 
school emergencies. Families can receive the 
news via a text, email, or phone call notifi-
cation. Since this communication system is 
linked to the Parent Portal section of Pow-
erSchool, the computerized student records 
database, SchoolMessenger is for families 
with students enrolled in the district.

Every kindergarten through 12th-grade fam-
ily can create a Parent Portal account. Once 
the account has been activated, families can 
update their SchoolMessenger preferences 
in Parent Portal to control the messages 
they receive. To receive text messages from 
SchoolMessenger, families must opt in and 
indicate their willingness to receive text 
messages. To do so, text “YES” to 68453. If 
FHPS already has your cell phone number, 
and you have not yet opted in, you will not 
receive an automated text message. Families 
will know if they were successful if they 
receive a reply message. Families can repeat 
the opt in process for any other wireless 
numbers families wish to include. Please 
note, that FHPS is not responsible for any 
text message charges people may incur by 
opting in to this service. Families should 
check with their wireless provider as rates 
may apply.

Finally, parents should always contact 
their child’s school to update their phone 
number and email contact information if or 
when a change occurs. Additional informa-
tion and resources about SchoolMessenger 
are available online: www.fhps.net. Families 
who have questions about Parent Portal 
access, have forgotten their account login 
information, or need assistance setting pref-
erences in SchoolMessenger, should email:  
schoolmessenger@fhps.net, or call the Parent 
Portal helpline, 616-493-8550.

FHE science students get out on their school property and 
conduct water testing and look for plant and animal life.

Middle school students connect with their environment not 
only by learning about birds in their classroom, but taking 
their learning outside to foster bird habitats.



Families have access to Parent Portal, the avenue in which parents/guardians and 
students can access PowerSchool, the computerized student records database. If you 
have this site bookmarked as one of your “favorites,” you will want to make sure you 
have the updated web address. The new web address to access the Forest Hills Public 
Schools Parent Portal is https://ps.fhps.net. In addition, there are mobile-friendly apps 
available for parents/guardians and students via Apple’s App Store and Google’s Play 
Store. When downloading the app, the FHPS code is TFSS. Links to these apps also are 
located on the FHPS website: www.fhps.net, as well as additional login instructions. If 
you do have any questions about PowerSchool, please call the FHPS technology office,  
616-493-8809.

Families and Students: Please Mark 
the New URL to PowerSchool

Ada Vista Elementary Celebrates  
Hispanic Culture in Our Community
Ada Vista Fourth-Graders Take Part in This Year’s Mexican Festival

Annual Caminata de Colores Links School, Students with Community

This fall, over 100 fourth-grade students from Ada Vista Elementary School took the stage at the Mexican Festival held in down-
town Grand Rapids at Rosa Parks Circle. The students sang “La Bamba” on the plaza stage and then experienced the festival by 
immersing themselves in the culture, language, heritage, food and much more.

Ada Vista Elementary School held their annual Caminata de Colores. The walk (caminata) promotes health and community 
through wild colors and school spirit. Students walked from Ada Vista Elementary School to the Ada Firehouse and back.  Due 
to the support of more than 30 business and community sponsors, students enjoyed healthy snacks and received participant 
rewards. Over 100 family members walked with students. The entire school was dressed in colorful event t-shirts and fun outfits. 
It was a day uniting the community, families, staff and students. (Photographs courtesy of Marie Clark Photography.)

Ada Elementary School students had the 
unique opportunity to learn first-hand what 
education is like in Haiti. A family from Hai-
ti stopped by Ada Elementary School to visit 
with the children and talk about how school 
is similar, yet different, half way around the 
world. Pictured on the cover are from left 
CeCe Guerrier; Justin Doyel, second-grader 
at Ada Elementary School; Bendon Guerrier; 
and Lillian Bergman, second-grader at Ada 
Elementary School. The Guerriers, Pastor 
Benis, Dominique, and their three children 
visited with the Ada students on their recent 
visit to the United States. The Guerriers also 
are founders of Institute Guerrier, a school 
for youth in Haiti.

All of Ada Elementary School, the sixth 
grade from Orchard View, and the three 
high school French programs have a writ-
ing partnership with the Guerrier Institute 
in Haiti. This partnership is in its third year 
and involves another Haitian school as well, 
Makochon. The younger students write 
letters to the lower elementary students 
in Haiti about life in the United States, and 
in Michigan. For the elementary students, 
it also provides that intrinsic motivation 
to write for an authentic audience, and for 
both groups, it provides evidence that chil-
dren are more alike than different. Students 
at the high school level are all learning 
French. So, the purpose is to give students 
an authentic, meaningful experience with 
an audience of similar ages and interests to 
improve their French speaking and writ-
ing skills. According to Penny Beatty, Ada 
Elementary School teacher, the collaboration 
Forest Hills has with Haiti helps students 
throughout the district garner an apprecia-
tion for the importance of learning glob-
ally about their world. “It helps promote 
cultural appreciation and bridges global 
awareness,” she said.

Haitian Family Visits 
Ada Elementary

     Cover Photo
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Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016, 2:30 p.m.
Eastern High School Auditorium
Free!
For more information, please visit the band’s 
website: www.fhacb.org.

FH Adult Community 
Band Concert



Ada, Collins, Knapp Forest, Meadow Brook, 
Orchard View, Pine Ridge and Thornapple  
Elementary Schools:
Full day: 8:40 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.
Half day: 8:40 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.

Ada Vista Elementary School:
Full day: 8:05 a.m. – 3:10 p.m.
Half day: 8:05 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.

Early Childhood Special Education
(ECSE Program at Ada Elementary):
Morning: 8:55 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Afternoon: 12:50 p.m. – 3:40 p.m.

Central Woodlands 5/6 School
and Northern Trails 5/6 School:
Full day: 8:40 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.
Half day: 8:40 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.

Goodwillie Environmental School:
Full day: 8 a.m. – 3:05 p.m.
Half day: 8 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.

Central Middle School
and Eastern Middle School:
Full day: 7:45 a.m. – 2:50 p.m.
Half day/exams: 7:45 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Northern Hills Middle School:
Full day: 7:50 a.m. – 2:55 p.m.
Half day/exams: 7:50 a.m. – 11:05 a.m.

Central High School: 
Zero hour: 6:40 a.m. – 7:35 a.m.
Full day: 7:40 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
One-hour delayed start days: 8:40 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Half day/exams: 7:40 a.m. – 10:55 a.m.

Northern High School:
Zero hour: 6:40 a.m. – 7:35 a.m.
Full day: 7:40 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Half day/exams: 7:40 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.

Eastern High School:
Zero hour: 6:35 a.m. – 7:30 a.m.
Full day: 7:35 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
One-hour delayed start day:  8:40 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.
Half day/exams: 7:35 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.

Transition Center:
Full day: 7:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Two-Hour Delayed Start Days:
These morning programs WILL NOT ATTEND :
• Early Childhood Special Ed (ECSE) classes
• Zero hour classes at all high schools

School Building 
Start/End Times  

2016-2017 District Calendar
At press time of the last “Focus,” the complete 2016-2017 school year calendar was still 
in negotiations. The calendar was subsequently approved in September and the remain-
ing dates in the calendar are shown below.

2016
November 23-25 (Wednesday-Friday)  . . . . . . . . No school/Thanksgiving break

December 2 (Friday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Students half day a.m./

 teacher collaboration p.m.

December 23 (Friday) - January 2 (Monday)  . . . No school/winter break 

2017
January 3 (Tuesday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . School resumes

January 16 (Monday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No school for students - MLK Day

January 18 (Wednesday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K-6 full day; 7-12 students half day a.m.

 Exams/record marking p.m.

January 19 (Thursday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K-12 students half day a.m.

 Exams/record marking p.m.

January 20 (Friday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K-12 students half day a.m.

 Exams/record marking p.m.  

February 20 (Monday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 Midwinter break

March 17 (Friday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Students half day a.m./

 teacher collaboration p.m.

March 30 (Thursday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

March 31 (Friday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No school/spring break

April 3-7 (Monday-Friday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No school/spring break

April 10 (Monday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . School resumes

May 12 (Friday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Students half day a.m./

 teacher collaboration p.m.

May 29 (Monday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No school/Memorial Day

June 7 (Wednesday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K-6 full day; 7-12 students half day a.m.

 Exams/record marking p.m.

June 8 (Thursday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K-12 students half day a.m.

 Exams/record marking p.m.

June 9 (Friday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K-12 students half day a.m.

 Exams/record marking p.m.

 Last day of school

High School Graduations    
Monday, May 22, 2017  . . . . . . . FH Eastern Graduation, Van Noord Arena, Calvin College

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 . . . . . . . FH Northern Graduation, Van Noord Arena, Calvin College

Wednesday, May 24, 2017  . . . FH Central Graduation, Van Noord Arena, Calvin College
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Like Us on  
Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
fhps.net



Meadow Brook, Northern Trails Students 
Sing Anti-Bullying Song at ArtPrize 2016 

Students from Meadow Brook Elementary and Northern Trails 5/6 schools took part in ArtPrize 2016 and performed with Susan 
Picking. They joined their voices for Picking’s ArtPrize entry song titled “No Bully.” According to Picking, it’s a hip-hop version of 
a song mixed with some rap to teach kids to take a stand against bullying. The verses are about things kids can do if they are 
bullied, and the chorus is about coming together and celebrating everyone’s uniqueness. The students performed with Picking 
at the Harris Building and on the Blue Bridge in downtown Grand Rapids.

Second Annual “Catch the Spirit Day”  
a Success

Forest Hills Northern High School hosted the second annual “Catch the Spirit Day” this fall. It is an event specifically for Special 
Olympic athletes to play football with the varsity football players and cheer with the cheerleaders from FHN and Forest Hills 
Eastern High School. Approximately 70 Special Olympians, ranging in age from 8 to over 50, participated in the day’s activities.

Edye Evans Hyde, Paula Triplett and Toni 
Spencer-Beatty spoke last school year to 
groups of students at Northern Hills Middle 
School. Triplett, whose family helped start the 
neighborhood, moved there when she was 5.

“All of us kids in the neighborhood, we were 
community,” Triplett told the students. “It 
was a great experience, a great childhood, 
though I think our parents were afraid.”

Promoting the Legacy
The Northern Middle students’ ArtPrize 
work included one group of paintings, 
each portraying an aspect of the develop-
ment and early days of the Northeast side 
neighborhood. Additionally, two groups of 
students chose to use photographic collages 
depicting images and concepts related to 
the neighborhood. As part of their projects, 
art teacher Diane Hartig required that their 
final product be a public presentation of 
some sort, related to promoting the legacy 
of the Auburn Hills neighborhood. 

A Brief History
In 1962, Paula Triplett’s father, Samuel 
Triplett, along with Joseph W. Lee, J. E. 
Adams and Dr. Julius Franks, made a bid 
to buy and develop a tract of land owned 
by the city of Grand Rapids, according to 
Grand Rapids Historical Society documents. 
They wanted to create a subdivision of 50 or 
60 medium-priced homes on 20 acres, just 
southeast of the intersection of Fuller Av-
enue and Knapp Street NE.

The men were acting in response to “redlin-
ing,” a now illegal type of racially-moti-
vated bank credit rationing that made it 
difficult or impossible for people of a certain 
race to get a housing loan outside a specific 
redlined area. Eventually the city approved 
the sale and passed the Fair Housing 
Ordinance in December 1963. Today the 
neighborhood is home to about 740 people, 
according to the 2010 Census, mixed about 
35 percent white, 52 percent black and 6 
percent Hispanic, plus other nationalities.

NHMS Students’ Art 
Included in ArtPrize
(continued from page 2)
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Subscribe to News Updates
If you would like to receive emailed news 
bulletins from the school district, subscribe 
to News Update. Visit our website:  www.
fhps.net, and click on the “Subscribe” but-
ton at the bottom of our home page.



New Math Program Gets “Thumbs Up” from Students, 
Teachers
A new math program is in place for all 
sixth-grade students centered on teaching 
through a focus on big ideas and exploring 
mathematically-rich problems in real-life ap-
plications. After 18 months of research and 
investigation, a team of Forest Hills Public 
Schools teachers and administrators selected 
the Connected Math Project, third edition, 
as the instructional resource for grades six 
through eight mathematics. CMP3 will be 
implemented over three years, and pres-
ently is being utilized only at the sixth-grade 
level. Phase two of implementation, begins 
in the 2017-18 school year, when CMP3 will 
be in all sixth- and seventh-grade class-
rooms. The following year, the program will 
be in grades six through eight.

According to Jenny Douglas, FHPS instruc-
tional coach, CMP3 is a research-based math 
instructional program for sixth through 
eighth grades that immerses learners in 
real-world math problems. Students work 
independently and together to solve prob-
lems and grow their mathematical skills. 
Teachers facilitate learning through strategic 
questioning, individualized support and 
careful monitoring of student progress. 
“The aim of this program is for students to 
construct a strong understanding of mathe-
matics through problem-solving exploration, 
application and practice,” Douglas said.

According to Douglas, what students do in 
CMP3, looks and feels very different than 
just answering a problem. For each math-
ematical problem, students use a three part 
format to learn a math concept. First is the 
“launch” stage where students connect the 
challenge of the day with prior concepts 
highlighting vocabulary and key ideas. 
Next in the “explore” stage, students work 
individually or in cooperative groups to 

solve a challenging math problem. Here, 
teachers guide and support students as 
they work through the math. Finally in the 
“summarize” stage, students share their 
ideas and mathematical reasoning through 
a focused discussion led by the teacher.

According to Douglas, the careful evalua-
tion process of the mathematics program 
and intentional planning, support and ongo-
ing professional teacher learning have been 
instrumental thus far. “It’s been a welcome 
shift in the way we teach mathematics,” 
said Ted Czarnecki, sixth-grade teacher at 
Orchard View Elementary School. “Our 
students aren’t just solving a math problem 
anymore and coming up with the answer. 
They have to think about the ‘how’ and 
‘why’ they did what they did, and they have 
to explain the processes they took to solve 
a problem. More importantly, the program 
allows students to see and experience how 
they use math in their daily lives—using 
real scenarios that students can relate to.”

CMP3 is not only getting a warm welcome 
from teachers, but students as well. “I like 
having real-life problems that make me 
think and connect all the concepts we are 
learning,” said Mackenzie Wintrich, sixth-
grade student at Central Woodlands 5/6 
School. “We have to really persevere and 
work as a group to solve them.” 

Lorenzo Valdiserri, also a sixth-grader at 
Central Woodlands 5/6 School agrees with 
Wintrich. “This math program is really 
pushing our thinking and explaining. It 
helps all of us be successful. I’d give it ‘two 
thumbs up!’” 

“This new math program is fantastic,” said 
Dailey Tucker, also a sixth-grader at Central 
Woodlands 5/6 School. “I like the real-life 

problems. I also like having a textbook ver-
sus a workbook. The A.C.E. problems at the 
end of each investigation are a great review 
of what we have learned in class and they 
help me a ton.”

There is a wealth of information online 
about the CMP3. Visit connectedmath.msu.
edu to learn more, see sample problems, 
and read about the benefits of problem-
centered learning.

Goals for Students  
in Mathematics
• Make sense of problems and perse-

vere in solving them.

• Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

• Construct viable arguments and cri-
tique the reasoning of others.

• Model with mathematics.

• Use appropriate tools strategically.

• Attend to precision.

• Look for and make use of structure.

• Look for and express regularity in 
repeated reasoning.
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Author of “Secret Coders” Electrifies, Excites Young Readers
Over 1,000 students in grades four through 
six attended a presentation by nationally-
acclaimed children’s author, Gene Luen 
Yang. Yang, is the author of the popular 
mystery series for kids called, “Secret Cod-
ers.” The series follows students from State-
ly Academy as they use their wits to solve 
a school mystery. In doing so, the books 
combine logic puzzles and basic program-
ming instruction interwoven with exciting 

text and non-stop action. Yang’s visit was 
due in part by the cultural arts committees 
of Forest Hills Public Schools. He discussed 
ways in which students can use things they 
are passionate about to become writers, 
and encouraged youth to never stop read-
ing. During his visit, he also spent some 
additional time with Northern Trails 5/6 
School’s Mandarin Chinese students for an 
additional question and answer period.

Gene Luen Yang’s presentation to students included reviewing 
a sampling of his recent literary work.
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Students’ Half Days Equal Meaningful 
Collaboration Time of Teachers
When the school calendar was released a 
couple of months ago, many people noticed 
more and more half days on the calendar. 
The half days in the calendar allow the dis-
trict to accomplish two goals. First, changes 
in state law require schools to add five days 
of student instruction this year. Second, the 
calendar accomplished a goal unanimously 
voiced by Forest Hills Public Schools staff. 
The calendar gives teachers more time to 
collaborate and share instructional strategies 
and techniques to increase student learning.

“We recognize that half days for students, 
especially in the younger grades, may pose 
some scheduling challenges while families 
secure sitters or child care,” said Christine 
Annese, assistant superintendent of human 
resources. “We also greatly appreciate our 
families’ support in recognizing the value of 
these half days for teachers. Collaboration 
time positively impacts student instruction.”

On days when students have half days, yet 

teachers have full days, teachers and prin-
cipals use this time to engage in deliberate 
and intentional professional learning. Our 
teachers spend this time examining student 
work, analyzing data, researching teaching 
methods, organizing curriculum, finding 
strategies to reach all students, creating for-
mative assessments, and so much more.

According to Annese, “Our ongoing goal is 
to reach each and every single child in our 
care and help them achieve their individual 
potential. Our teacher teams want to focus 
on your children and their needs, and time 
to collaborate is essential to this goal.”

If you have questions about the important 
work that teachers are doing throughout 
the district and at your school during staff 
collaboration, we encourage you to contact 
your child’s principal. “They truly love to 
tell parents and families about the great 
work their staff is doing to help every child 
excel,” Annese concluded.

Kindergarten Language Immersion for 2017
It’s not too early to begin thinking about kin-
dergarten for next fall. Whether the avenue 
is early total one-way Spanish immersion or 
early 50/50 one-way immersion in Mandarin 
Chinese, there are pathways to bilingualism 
and bi-literacy through immersion education 
beginning in kindergarten. Kindergarten 
through 12th-grade language immersion 
programming is designed intentionally, pro-
viding learners with time and intensity in a 
target language to encourage bilingualism 
and bi-literacy. Students experience daily 
core content instruction through the means 
of a target language. As part of this content 
instruction, students acquire skills unique 
to the target language, with the overarching 
goal of developing student performance and 
proficiency over time. This means that the 
language is not the sole content of instruc-
tion itself, but rather it serves as the vehicle 
through which content knowledge and skills 
are accessed and engaged.

There are three goals of dual language im-
mersion education:

• Achievement of grade-level Michigan 
Academic Standards/FHPS Curriculum 
Standards.

• Attainment of high levels of target lan-
guage performance and proficiency.

• Awareness, appreciation, and sensitivity 
for world cultures. 

The Spanish immersion program begins 
in kindergarten at Ada Vista Elementary 
School and the Mandarin Chinese program 
begins in kindergarten at Meadow Brook 
Elementary School.

There are two ways Forest Hills residents 
are accepted into a dual language immer-
sion program. One is through siblings and 
the other is through an in-district lottery. 
Families who currently have enrolled im-
mersion students or have immersion alumni 
siblings are eligible for the sibling registra-
tion. Sibling registration begins this year 
on Dec. 5, 2016, and ends Dec. 22, 2016, at 
4 p.m. New student lottery registration be-
gins Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017, and ends Friday, 
Jan. 20, 2017, at 4 p.m. Both Ada Vista and 
Meadow Brook elementary schools have 
many opportunities for families to explore 
more about immersion programs, to attend 
events, and to tour the programs. For addi-
tional information on upcoming tour dates 
and times, and for more information about 
the enrollment process, please visit our 
website, www.fhps.net, and look under the 
“Academics” tab.

“We know that there’s no ‘one size fits all’ 
model of education,” he continued. “We 
know, as educators, that students’ learning 
is enriched when they are engaged, excited, 
have the freedom to ask, explore, wonder 
and work together to solve problems that 
are meaningful to them.

“Here in Forest Hills, we are doing many 
innovative things in our classrooms and 
schools, and we’re exploring new oppor-
tunities, resources and ways to bring about 
meaningful, rewarding, and educational 
environments for all of our students,” Behm 
continued. “We encourage people to learn 
more about how some classrooms through-
out FHPS are being innovative in instruc-
tion and delivering content in new ways. 
We encourage people to join the conversa-
tion and envision a new model of educa-
tion. We hope our residents, families and 
even students are able to join us this month 
to take part in viewing this important film 
and participate in meaningful community 
dialogue.”

For more information about “Most Likely 
to Succeed,” and to reserve your space at 
the community showing of the documen-
tary, visit the FHPS website: www.fhps.net. 
Come take an active role in your school dis-
trict and be part of the conversation as we 
continue to explore an array of educational 
possibilities.

Attend “Most Likely 
to Succeed”
(continued from page 3)

Last year, Central High School’s advanced biology students 
showcased their research to the community during the First 
Annual FHC Student Scholar Day.



 Support Our Schools
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November 2016

The Forest Hills Public Schools Foundation is 
pleased to promote the Support Our Schools 
initiative. This is a campaign designed to 
provide additional support for FHPS schools, 
teachers, and students. Through this initia-
tive, school principals identified additional 
needs specific to their school, and the Foun-
dation developed an initiative to raise funds 
to support these identified needs. While the 
Forest Hills Public Schools Foundation will 
promote the Support Our Schools Initiative 
at its upcoming 2016 Gala, families and com-
munity members don’t have to attend the 
Gala to make a donation to the Support Our 
Schools initiative.

To support a school or donate toward a spe-
cific request, visit the Foundation’s website, 
www.fhpsf.org. Under the “Donate” tab, 
complete the online form, and in the area 
where it says, “Please direct my donation 
to:” click on “Support Our Schools.” If you 
have questions or would like additional 
information, please contact Jana Siminski, 
director of philanthropy, at 616-493-8954 
or jsiminski@fhps.net.

Thank you for your continued support of 
the Foundation and our schools.

Schools’ Identified Needs
Ada Elementary
Class set of ukuleles, PE equipment, Meet 
Michigan (class set)   

Ada Vista Elementary
Raz Kids – computer reading program,  
copier/scanner

Collins Elementary
STEM kit library, AV recording studio

Knapp Forest Elementary 
Non-fiction reading for first grade, digital 
book clubs in sixth grade, mobile video  
production  

Meadow Brook Elementary
Breakout EDU games/box kits, social stud-
ies supplementary material, Pilot SeeSaw 
program  

Orchard View Elementary
Remo drum sets for K-5 music, volleyball 
nets, Hokki stool collection

Pine Ridge Elementary 
Fountas & Pinnell select collections K-3 

Thornapple Elementary
Sensory equipment, positive behavior sup-
ports, mentor text for writing

Central Woodlands 5/6 School
Shark dissection, Power Up for STEAM, 
Living in 3D  

Goodwillie Environmental School
iPads/mobile platform for class activities, 
Apple TV – 3rd generation (2)  

Northern Trails 5/6 School
Guided reading non-fiction focus 2nd edi-
tion, Orienteering – program enhancement, 
Groundswell place-based water cycle inquiry 

Central Middle School
Peer-to-Peer program support, CMS Ranger 
Up program, PE supplies (archery/tennis) 

Eastern Middle School
Vernier Lab probe science sensor interface 

Northern Hills Middle School
USB temperature probes (3 teacher sets), 
headphones – 60 sets, USB portable speak-
ers (3 sets), presentation cart speakers

Central High School
Classroom library novel purchases, outdoor 
classroom 

Eastern High School
Booklove classroom libraries, biozone 
classroom materials, three Vernier probes – 
chemistry  

Northern High School
Tabletop voting booths (50), Rachel’s Chal-
lenge/Awaken the Learner, classroom set 
(30) exercise balls for seating, fusing kiln for 
artroom 

Transitions Center
Outdoor glider swing 

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016

6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Frederik Meijer Gardens  
and Sculpture Park

FHPSF’s Support Our Schools Initiative

Upcoming FHPSF Events

Save the Dates! 

n State of the District Luncheon

May 4, 2017
Watermark Country Club

n Charlie Anderson Memorial 
Golf Tournament

June 14, 2017
Thornapple Pointe Golf Club

Forest Hills Public 
Schools Foundation
Jana Siminski, Director

600 Forest Hill Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, MI  49546

(616) 493-8954 or 
jsiminski@fhps.net

www.fhpsf.org
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Forest Hills Fine Arts Center 
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November
17 FHN presents “Annie,” 7:30 p.m.
18 FHN presents “Annie,” 7:30 p.m.
19 FHN presents “Annie,” 3 p.m.  
 matinee and 7:30 p.m.  

December
3 WMYB presents “The Nutcracker,”  
 1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
4 WMYB presents “The Nutcracker,”  
 1 p.m.
7  FHPS Staff and Community  
 artists’ reception, 6 - 7 p.m. 

January
12  Kelsea Wierenga artist’s recep-  
 tion, 6 - 7 p.m. 
13 FHFAC presents Christopher   
 Cross, 7:30 p.m.

February
6 FHFAC presents The Five Irish   
 Tenors, 7:30 p.m.
9  Sandra Hansen artist’s recep-  
 tion, 6 - 7 p.m.

FHFAC Calendar

Please visit www.fhfineartscenter.com for 
a complete listing of FHFAC events.

Fine Arts Center’s Volunteer of the Year

Northern Orchestras Perform with Barrage 8

Congratulations to Karen Katt (center), 
recipient of the 2016 Forest Hills Fine Arts 
Center Volunteer of the Year Award. This 
award is bestowed upon the volunteer who 
not only maintains the largest number of 
hours since training, but also to the individ-
ual who exemplifies the highest professional 
standards. Thank you Karen for your hard 
work and dedication to the arts.

600 Forest Hill Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Phone: 616.493.8965  Box Office: 616.493.8966
www.fhfineartscenter.com

All exhibits are 
free to the public.  

Exhibit Hours  
9am - 5pm Monday - Friday

Artist Receptions 
6pm - 7pm in the FAC lobby.

Everyone Welcome

16/17 Artist-in-Residence & Exhibit Schedule
Forest Hills Fine Arts Center

Presenting Sponsor for the 16/17 Exhibit 
& Artist-In-Residence Program

AIR/Exhibit Supporting Sponsors

Be seen, heard 

&

 remembered.

JON MCDONALD
August 25 - September 22, 2016
Reception: Thursday, September 8, 2016
 
MARY REUSCH & MARGARET KRIEGBAUM
September 29 - October 21, 2016
Reception: Thursday, October 6, 2016
 
FHPS STAFF & COMMUNITY EXHIBIT
November 29 - December 15, 2016
Reception: Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Artist-in-Residence artists are in grey.

KELSEA WIERENGA
January 6 – 27, 2017
Reception: Thursday, January 12, 2017
 
SANDRA HANSEN
February 2 – 24, 2017
Reception: Thursday, February 9, 2017
 
SCHYLER BINKLEY
March 3 – 24, 2017
Reception: Thursday, March 9, 2017

FHPS STUDENT EXHIBIT
April 14 – May 11, 2017
Reception: Thursday, April 20, 2017
 
VALENTINA GRIGORIEVA
June 1 - 26, 2017
Reception: Wednesday, June 7, 2017
 
RALPH 'NUNZI' ANNUNZIATA
June 30 – July 21, 2017
Reception: Thursday, July 6, 2017

Pictured from the left are Meggan George, FHFAC director; 
Karen Katt, Fine Arts Center Volunteer of the Year; and Joan 
Matthews, wife of the late Rog Matthews who was integral in 
the volunteer program at the FHFAC.

Northern Hills Middle School students rehearse with Barrage 
8 prior to their performance at the Fine Arts Center.

Forest Hills Northern High School and 
Northern Hills Middle School orchestra 
students were featured playing alongside an 
internationally renowned performing group, 
Barrage 8, on the Fine Arts Center stage last 
month. For several years, Northern students 
have had the unique opportunity to work 
and perform with many internationally-
acclaimed touring musicians.

(continued on page 14, column 3)
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Barrage 8

“It was a memorable presentation of music, 
from many genres and cascading genera-
tions, delivered in a way not seen or heard 
before,” said Mark Kotchenruther, FHN or-
chestra director.

According to Nancy Susterka, NHMS 
principal, it was an amazing performance. 
“Barrage and our kids were amazing, and 
Mark (Kotchenruther) should be credited 
for providing an authentic learning experi-
ence for our youth and providing them with 
relevant performance activities year after 
year. He is a gem!”

Barrage 8 is a touring group of talented ma-
gicians featuring instruments in the modern 
string family. The “8” in the name repre-
sents a re-imagining of the string octet: five 
violins, viola, cello and double bass.

(continued from page 13)

Forest Hills Clubs, Ac-
tivities, Events, Com-
munity Fliers Online
Did you know that the Forest Hills Public 
Schools website has a page called, “Com-
munity Fliers?” When the district receives 
requests from nonprofit organizations in the 
community to promote activities, camps, 
events, and other happenings after-school 
for school-aged children, the fliers are 
posted online under “Community Fliers.” 
This helps local organizations save on print-
ing costs and distribution, and helps inform 
families of things that may be of interest to 
them.

We encourage families to visit the “Com-
munity Fliers” page of our website often 
to see events and registration information 
for sports camps and clinics, volunteer op-
portunities and other family-friendly events 
happening in our community. Likewise we 
encourage community nonprofit organiza-
tions to let us know about activities and 
events that are geared toward youth.

We also encourage families to visit the For-
est Hills Public Schools Community Ser-
vices website, www.enjoylearning.com, for 
fall and winter programs, aquatic informa-
tion, and much more. To learn more about 
how your nonprofit organization can have 
a flier posted on the FHPS website, visit the 
“Community Fliers” page found at www.
fhps.net.

Did You Know?

The Oldest School Building in the 
District Was Built in 1869!
The little white schoolhouse on Heather 
Lane has reflected Forest Hills’ commit-
ment to excellence in education and lifelong 
learning for well over a century. This proud 
old building continues to deliver a new gen-
eration of learners into the age of technolo-
gy. While desks and chalkboards have been 
replaced with computers and Wi-Fi, Forest 
Hills Public Schools’ dedication to innova-
tive community service remains the same.

Built in 1869 on the southern part of the J. 
Crahen farm, the Collins Schoolhouse was 
part of Grand Rapids Township District 
#2. When a new section of Fulton Street 
was laid on the north side of the school, old 
Fulton was renamed Heather Lane. Today, 
the building is called the Computer Learn-
ing Center. Various software, small business 
and social media training classes for all ages 
and ability levels are held in the evenings. 
Anyone age 50 and older can purchase 
a CLC membership and enjoy unlimited 
walk-in access to the computer equipment 
and receive assistance from knowledgeable 
staff when the center is open, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For more 
information on the history of Grand Rapids 
Township Schools, visit: www.mygrandrap-
ids.info/grt-schools.html.

Then ...

... And Now!

Three Schools Receive New Salad Bars 
Thanks to a National Grant
Students at Central Woodlands 5/6, North-
ern Trails 5/6, and Northern Hills Middle 
schools are experiencing healthy food deliv-
ered in a new way. These schools were the 
lucky recipients of new salad bars thanks 
to a grant by Salad Bars to Schools—part 

of the national Let’s Move! Initiative. The 
initiative promotes healthy food choices for 
students throughout the United States. The 
program donates new salad bars to schools 
across the country to help increase students’ 
fruit and vegetable consumption.
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FHPS Transportation Department  
by the Numbers
When you think of school transportation, 
what do you think of? Buses! But, there’s so 
much more to transportation than just the 
vehicle. Here in Forest Hills Public Schools 
we pride ourselves on safety, family cus-
tomer service, efficiency, transparency, and 
much more. But, did you know that the 
FHPS transportation department:

• Provides transportation for three high 
schools, three middle schools, three 5/6 
schools, and eight elementary schools.

• Safely transports 7,224 students each 
school day from home to school and from 
school to home.

 • Conducts three bus fire safety evacua-
tion drills a year on all district bus routes 
and all grade levels. Additionally, they 
provide bus safety education sessions to 
every kindergarten through sixth-grade 
classroom every year in October.

• Maintains a fleet of 80 buses.

• Covers 63 routes which requires 63 full- 
time certified drivers, two standby driv-
ers, and many substitute drivers.

• Provides the transportation for over 3,000 
trips annually for athletic events, field 
trips, and special events.

• Runs shuttles between our FHPS schools 
and the Kent County Technical Center.

• Traverses the entire school district which 
encompasses some 68 square miles and 
has nearly 10,000 students.

• Operates an onsite transportation vehicle 
maintenance operation facility staffed by 
four full-time certified technicians who 
maintain not only our buses, but also 
maintain all of the district’s vehicles and 
equipment.

To learn more about the FHPS transporta-
tion department, or to apply to be a sub-
stitute bus driver, visit the FHPS website:  
www.fhps.net.

Substitute Teachers Needed
Have you ever thought about being a sub-
stitute teacher? Forest Hills Public Schools, 
along with other school districts in Kent 
County, are confronted with substitute 
teacher shortages almost every school day. 
We would love to add you to our pool of 
substitutes to help our schools when some-
one on the teaching staff is absent. And, if 
you’re a parent in our district, it also is a 
good way to stay connected to your school.

You may have some questions about being 
a substitute teacher, what you need to do, 
and what the time commitments are. Here 
are answers to some commonly-asked ques-
tions we receive about substitute teaching.

Q:  Do you need a teaching certificate to be 
a substitute?  
A:  No. If you have a teaching certificate, 
that’s great, but it’s not a requirement. 
All you need is to have an official college 
transcript with at least 90 or more semester 
credit hours and a minimum grade point 
average of 2.0 from a four-year accredited 
college or university.

Q:  Do I need to have teacher or volunteer 
experience?  
A:  No. The most important skills are em-
pathy with students, patience, and good 
listening and communication skills. You’ll 

need to complete several on-line training 
modules and attend a meeting at EduStaff 
to turn in your paperwork.

Q:  Are there any costs involved in the sub-
stitute application process?  
A:  If you don’t have a teaching certificate, 
there’s a teaching permit fee of $45. You’ll 
also need to be fingerprinted if you haven’t 
been since 2006. The cost of fingerprinting is 
around $65.

Q:  I don’t want to take a teaching job too 
far from home, and I’m not available on 
Fridays, is this a problem?  
A:  One of the benefits of being a substitute 
is that you decide when and where you’d 
like to sub. You can make yourself available 
only to Forest Hills Public Schools, or other 
schools within the Kent Intermediate School 
District. Again, you decide. You can accept 
or decline any job, and you can work on the 
days that fit within your schedule.

Q:  What do I need to do to become a substi-
tute teacher?  
A:  To learn more about how you can be 
a substitute teacher, including a list of re-
quirements, visit: www.edustaff.org/reqa.
aspx, or visit the ISD’s website:  www.
kentisd.org, for additional employment op-
portunities.

Publication information:
The Forest Hills Public Schools’ “Focus” newsletter is 
published bimonthly during the school year by the 
FHPS board of education. It is mailed to all residents of 
the Forest Hills Public Schools district, and additional 
copies are sent to every district school for distribution 
to staff, new residents, and visitors. FHPS is committed 
to a policy of nondiscrimination of all its programs 
in relation to race, religion, sex, age, national origin, 
disability and genetic information.

2016-2017 Board  
of Education Members
Mary Vonck, President

Martha Atwater, Vice President

Susan Lenhardt, Secretary 

Walter F. Perschbacher III, Treasurer

Susan Callahan, Trustee

Douglas Josephson, Trustee

Michael Seekell, Trustee

Daniel Behm, Superintendent

Follow, Like, Tweet, 
Share, Repeat
Do you have a Facebook account? Do you 
follow anyone on Twitter? Did you know 
that Forest Hills Public Schools is on social 
media too? The district uses Facebook and 
Twitter to push out interesting news tips, 
pictures, articles and much more. What are 

you waiting 
for? Check 
out what 
others are 
learning by 
liking and 

following FHPS on social media. Just search 
Forest Hills Public Schools on Facebook or 
follow our Tweets, @FHPSnews.

Thanksgiving Break
November 23-25

School Resumes 
Monday, November 28.
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Forest Hills Community Services 
Gears Up for Winter Classes

Aquatic Classes
Lifeguarding Classes (Age 15+)
Two American Red Cross waterfront life-
guarding classes will be offered this winter 
and spring:

• Starts Feb. 22 and ends March 27, 2017. 
Course code: 17WPLGT.

• Starts April 17 and ends May 17,  2017. 
Course code: 17SPLGT. 

Both classes meet Monday and Wednesday 
evenings from 5-8 p.m., and each course 
meets 10 times. Save $10 if you register at 
least seven days prior to the start of the course.

Swimming Lessons for Children
Do you have a child who doesn’t like the 
water, or doesn’t know how to swim? Help 
them be prepared and give them the skills 
they need. The Aquatic Center offers the 
American Red Cross Learn-to-Swim program, 
and swim lessons are on Saturdays starting 
Jan. 16, 2017, and meet for nine consecutive 
weeks, ending March 12 (omit 2/18). Classes 
are offered at 9:10 a.m., 10:10 a.m. and 11:10 a.m.

Youth Classes and Sports
Exciting classes for the winter include:
• Kendall College’s Painting Nemo & Friends
• Volleyball Camp  • Children’s Ballet
• Bricks 4 Kidz:  Newton’s Laws of Motion
• American Sign Language  • Baseball Skills
• Civic Theater Presents “Fancy Nancy”  
• Spring Break Horse Camp   • Fencing
• ACT/SAT Seminars  • Fit Body Boot Camp
• Girls’ Basketball and Boys’ Basketball
• Midwest United Soccer  • Self-Defense
• Many More Returning Favorites

Middle School Sports
Girls’ Water Polo:  This season starts on 
March 13, 2017, and meets for 36 sessions 
(Monday through Thursday). Co-ed Tennis:  
This season starts on March 20, 2017, and 
runs through the middle of May (Monday 
through Thursday). Please call Commu-
nity Services at 493-8950 to register your 
seventh- or eighth-grader for these sports. 
Please note, there is no online registration.

Class for Adult Learners: 
What I’ve Learned So Far
Share your life lessons in a book for future 
generations to cherish. In this class, learn 
how to find your unique writing voice as 
you reflect on life experiences. Instructional 
tools, examples, and writing prompts will 
assist you in organizing and communicating 
your thoughts. You and your classmates’ 
writings will be combined in a profession-
ally printed and bound paperback book. 
Class fee includes instruction time, one 
printed book (completed approximately two 
weeks following class), and computer lab 
time. Additional books will be available for 
purchase.

Wednesdays, Feb. 1 - Mar. 15, 2017, omit Mar. 1
Earlybird: Resident $79, Non-resident $89 
Week Before: Resident $79, Non-resident $89
Location: FHPS Computer Learning Center 

Learning Café for Seniors 
Hidden Treasures Inside of Geodes
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2017; Lunch at 12 p.m. 
Community, Aquatic, and Senior Center 
What are geodes? How are they formed? 
Where are they found? Join geologist Steve 
Tchozeski for this unique rock presentation.

Special Dance for Girls!

Enchanted Woodland  
Garden Party

Forest Hills Public Schools
6590 Cascade Road SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Phone: (616) 493-8800
www.fhps.net

Winter Catalog Coming
Look for the new 2017 Community Ser-
vices winter catalog delivered to Forest 
Hills residents the week of Nov. 21. 
Prior to that, families can view upcom-
ing classes online starting Nov. 15, at 
www.enjoylearning.com.

Severe Weather/Closings
Fall and winter weather is unpredict-
able. If Forest Hills Public Schools is 
closed due to severe weather, the FHPS 
Community, Aquatic, and Senior Cen-
ter also will be closed. Make sure you 
check local media sites and the district 
website, www.fhps.net, for school clos-
ings, delays, and cancellations.

      For more information, or to register for classes, please visit  
our  website, enjoylearning.com, or call us at 616-493-8950. Friday, Feb. 3, 2017

7 - 9 p.m.
Frederik Meijer Gardens

There is something captivating about 
the idea of an enchanted forest. It’s time-
less and charming and a perfect theme 
for a young lady, kindergarten through 
sixth grade, with her adult accompani-
ment to enjoy at Frederik Meijer Gar-
dens. This year, we will embrace the 
magic of mystical wonderlands by creat-
ing a masterpiece of desserts, dancing, 
and social time with friends. Sign up 
early to reserve your spot at the dance!

Resident couple, $54* 
Non-resident couple, $64* 
Additional sibling, $25 
Two or more siblings per household, $30
* early bird price (purchase at least one week prior to event)


